
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Kids love music—rock, rap, rhythm & blues, country, gospel or classical tunes—and poetry is 

full of music. It captures the ear’s attention. Before we can read, write, or even speak, we are 

enraptured by the music of nursery rhymes and playground chants. There are many  

musical techniques in the poet’s game. I stress three: rhythm, rhyme & alliteration.  

 

Recite the following lines out loud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhythm is created by the repetition of stresses and pauses. It’s the hip-hop and the bebop of 

language. Here the pauses come at the end of each line. 
 

Rhyme is created by repeating matching sounds at the end of words: “slip,” “drip,” “lip,” and 

“hip”. 
 

Alliteration  occurs when we repeat the same consonant sound at the beginning of  

successive words. The S’s in the first line let you know you’re playing the game of poetry. 

The Moves 

Batteries Not Included 
 
Batteries not included. 

No assembly required, 

No joystick, remote 

Or tangled-up wires. 

You donôt need modem, 

A keyboard or a screen. 

There are words in your head 

Gameboy has never seen. 

Creating Music 

 

Slurp! Slop! Slip! 

Words begin to drip! 

Let me hear you give it 

some lip- 

Poetry is hip. 


