
 

  

Ask your students to make a list of their favorite characters. Have them pick people or  

animals from books theyôve read, movies theyôve seen, and TV shows they watch. They can 

even create imaginary characters of their own.  

 

After they have selected a character instruct them to make a long list of things that character 

might do, think, say, or want. Then have them use these ideas to construct a character poem. To 

encourage your young writers to identify with their character tell them to begin their poem 

with the simple statement ñI am ___________.ò 

 

When speaking in the first person writers create personas.  

Play ñThe Irate Pirateò from the Kiss The Fish CD (track 23) as an example for your students. 

Poetry Prompt 
 

Have your students listen to the following tracks from the CD Kiss The Fish. 
 
   

Blast Off Billy�² Track 7         The Dawg Doctor�² Track12 Old Walt�² Track 26 
 

Since history is full of interesting characters, this is a great way to get students writing across 

the curriculum. Have your students write poems about FDR, Rosa Parks, Gandhi, or any other 

historical figure that you want them to learn about.  Iôve yet to hear a good poem about that 

great American producer Schmuel Gelbfisz. 


